ADVENTUROUS   TRAVELLER

Coblenz was the Prince's next objective. There he
visited the American Army occupying the Rhine and
was received by General Dickman, whose guest he was.
The occasion was marked by a dinner, followed by
speeches and an impromptu concert by the soldiers.
The Officers5 Club gave a ball, at which the Prince
danced with some of the American nurses. The
ingenuous welcome he received from everybody per-
suaded him to change his plans and prolong his stay.
To such occasions as these he owed the extraordinary
harvest of hearty friendship which he was to gather
later in the United States. He then went on to present
colours to some of the Battalions of Guards Regiments
which the War had brought forth. One of these
engagements, near Cologne, brought him into touch
again with the Grenadier Guards. He gave the New
Zealanders a pleasant surprise by turning up at their
Headquarters just before they were due to set sail. It
was not without considerable difficulty that he managed
to cover so much ground in so little time, for the roads
were hardly of the best class. He had had some previous
experience, however, of sudden encounters with shell-
holes : now, impediments only increased his zest. He
must visit not only Empire troops, but also Americans,
Scots, Welsh, all who had played a part in that grim
resistance. It was as if he were borne on a great wave
of ceaseless energy after labouring so long under a sense
of confinement and ineffectualness. Now, at least, he
was free to be of utmost service.

But soon the voice of the British public reached his
ears. For some time little had been heard or seen of
him in his own country. After the excitement of peace
celebrations that fact began slowly to emerge. Towards
the spring of 1919 the Prince returned to England and
was immediately flooded with engagements. Cities and
towns intimated a wish to honour him in this way or
that as a mark of devotion. The problem was to choose
among so many urgent invitations, for it was impossibly
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